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Henry Arden, Eſq; Edward Leigh, Eſq; my 
John Egginton, Eſq; John Lowe, Eſq; 
Archibald Groſvenor, Eſq; | William Hollis, Ich 
Thomas Whitby, Eſq; Thomas Fukes, Eſq; 
James Aſhenburſt, Eſq; © | Samuel Pipe, Elch 
ob» Wedgewood, Eſq; | Humphbry Podger, Eſq; 
Fo Pyott, Eſq; William Robins, Eſq; 
Villam Aſbby, Eſq; Viliam Murral, Eſq; 
John Porter, Eſq; * ep San, Eſq; 


Gentlemen of the Grand Jury. 


GENTLEMEN, . 


N. Compliance with your Requeſt, 
have prevailed with my ſelf to 
publiſh the following Diſcourſe. Your 
thinking FF fynable to the preſent 


Times, 
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Times, i the Reaſon; nöd The: 
One, chat could l me to it. 
it meets With that 'favoiitable Res 
the World, that you were 

pleaſ ed allow! it at t e Hearing; or 
by the reſting of God be the Jeafi 

erviceable to the publick Good, 1 
ſhall be amply recompenled for 20 


Fains. 
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ſhall not be unpuniſhed : But the 
ſball be.ide- 
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accu Obſfervations, which re- 
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ald boch the private and pub- 
lick * Intereſt of Mankind. The Wiſe 
Man, by many. . prudent Remarks upon 
Virtue and Vice, endeayours to recommend 


— — — 


4 


. 
* 8 0 - 
FO INE. 8 1 
_ 4 1 
| 
| 
2 . 


which 


2 An As$S1ZE Sermon 


Which is this, Though Hand join in. Hang, 
the. Wicked ſball not be unpuniſbed': But 
tile Seed of the Righteous cd . 4 
vered. So tlie Words ſtand in 
Tranſlation. The Phraſc, Hand in 8 and, 
5 according to the different Opinion of Com- 
| mentarors , is yaridhily interpreted: I 
having neither, Leifure, nor any great 
-caſion te men „I ſhall paſs them b, 
and keep only to the general Senſe and 
Meaning of the whole. 


1 ” 


* The Words contain theſe two Plain Pro- 
poſitions (vig.) E 
a a WW \ 

I. That though the; Wicked cndeavGur to 
ſtrengthen themſelves by the moſt 
powerful Leagues and Confederacies, 
yet ſhall they not be able to defend 
1 heather, from the Dane #heir 

Lot CY Nane 92 
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n. That the Seed of 1655 Righreow, 
wy or: thoſe that work Righteouſneſs, (ac⸗ 
cording to the Septuag int Tranſlation) 
ſhall Pu delivered from ' Miſchicf;' and 
2 ape the Danger into which the 

her " i the AG 7 God 4. 
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Zy the Wicked in Seripture, are meant 


ſuch as wilfully diſobey and tranſgreſs the 


Laws of God: Which Tranlgrſſon is cal-* 
Jed Sin: Tor fo it Is dfinbi by Se." Fob} 
Sin is the Tranſoreſſion ths ad o 


Sin is committed either inwaradly, by evil 
Thoughts and Motions of the Heart againſt 
the Righteouſneſs of the Law); ot out- 
wardly, by evil e Words or Deeds proceed- 
ing from ſuch wicked Thoughts and Moti- 
ons. Of Laws there are two Sorts, (bis.) 

Divine and Human, each of indiſpenſt ble 
Obligation. The Obligation of the for- 
mer is univerſally acknowledged: And 
among them we find one, and that no 
of the leaſt, commanding 4 Obedience to 


the Laws of Men. Of the Tranſgreſſions 


of thoſe Laws which are immediately de- 
liver'd to us by God, he is himſelf the un- 
doubted Judge and Avenger ; who will 
not ſuffer any wilful and impenitent Sin- 
ners to go unpuniſped, though they ſtrength- 
en themſelves ever ſo much in their Wick. 
eineſs; but declares himſelt a Jealous 
God, viſiting the miguity of the fathers 
upon the children, , even unto the third and 


OY generation. And ſuch certain Effects 


2 7 he 1 
d 1 Joh. 3. 4. Matt. 15. 19 Rom. 13. 
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| on Wrath and Anger upon them, * 


all by no means be able: to deliver 

1 07 from it : © Neither their Silver: 
nar their Gold ſtall be able to deliver them: 

a the To af the Lord's Wrath VM ie, 


Fr This is Truth that was ever 9 uy 
aj, Jon orrs of Men who had any Notion of 

_ Even the very Heathen, and ſome. 
of "4 moſt Barbarous of Mankind, have 
expreſſed their Belief that there is a Divine 
| Vengeance due to the Wicked) as is evi- 
dent from that ſevere Sentence paſſed by the 
5 rha of Melita upon f St. Paul; No 
t this Man is a Murderer, odors that 

hath. eſtaped the Yea, yer a. 
OO uffereth not to live. 

Andi as God will Xu an As of all 
ſuch as tranſgreſs his own Laws and Injun- 
ctions, ſo will he likewiſe puniſh Offenders 
| againſt the Laws of Men deſign'd for the 
good of Society, and the Advancement of 
Virtue and Religion; which though en- 
acted by Men, yet derive an Authority 
from him, by whom Kings reign, and Prin- 
ces decree Juſtice. And this even our na- 
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tural Reaſon would ſuggeſt to us, were the 
Scriptures; ſilent. For. as human Laws are 
deſigned for ſo great Ends as the Benefit of 
Society; and. fer the better promoting the 
Glory of God, and the Intereſt of Religions; 
it follows, that the wilful Tranſgreſſors of 
them are juſtly ranked among the Wicked, 
and muſt expect the great Judge of all the 
Earth, at one Dude or an 40 « call them 
to an Account. ö 


This is e may be daun 
likewiſe from the Natural State of human 
Affairs; for as Human Nature is too re- 
fractory to be kept within Bounds, with-: 
out ſome determin'd Rule of Diſtinction 
betwixt Right and Wrong; Good and Evil, 
it was neceſſary that Men ſhould unite- 
themſelves to one another in civil Socie- 
ties, that by ſuch Union they might the 
better ſeeure to themſelys one common 
Safety and Ihtereſt , the Preſervation of 
which was ever eſteemed by wiſe Men 
the Supreme Law, and gonſequently Of- 
fenders againſt it were juſtly .agcounted the 
moſt hurtful to Mankind; and hateful and 
offenſive to God, who is the great Author 
of Order and Government, -and will cer- 


tainly puniſh whatſoever offends againſt _ 


this his ſacred and holy Inſtitution, 
| This 
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grand Motive: has gave 


T his wall the: 
Birth to Laws: But it muſt further be db 
ſerved, that as without Laws there could 
be no reſtraining Men from violent and 
wicked Practices, yet bare Laws themſelves 
weuld not be ſufficient for this End, 
without th& Sanction of Rewards and Pu. 
niſhments : Nor would ſuch Sanction be 
v. .. Force, without the Certainty of 

impartial and indiſpenſible Execution; 
ſy ſuch Execution muſt be effected either 
by the Civit Magiſtrate, God's Vicegerent 


here on Earth, or by the immediate Hand 


of God himſelf. Now it is well known, 
that Men can only puniſh ſuch Crimes as 
come under their Cognizance; by which 
means Sins of private and ſecret Commiſ 
ſton would often eſcape; and lye hid; 
eſpecially the Deſigns and Thoughts of the 
Heart, of which they can have no Know- 
ledge or Information. So that probably 
the greateſt Part of human Actions is by. 
the Laws of Man left unregarded, and ſo 
far unpuniſhable. Therefore that our very 
Thoughts may not go unexamined, nor 

our ſecret Actions unſeen, nor the infinite 
bet of Sins which eſcape human ſu- 
ſtice, 5 —_ God Kas aſſured us, 


that, 
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> that, 6 He wil, brit every work inte 15 
ment, with 45752 e Free Whit 5 
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be good, or cel er it ii evil. So, har 
bel ſo much as the 7 1 Def za all. 50 
| his. Judgment, 'wheth , Fl k, 


Act or not; for thoug h whe l 

Intentions of Men 144 not 55 
Courts of human Juſtice,” without the ih 
nifeſtation of ſome Overt-AQ, yet is no- 
thing ſo ſecretly done, or defi igned, -bye 
what is naked, and gpen to the Eyes of 
the great Judge of Heayen and Earth, 
who diſcerns not only wha t is done in Fag, | 
but * every Me and 1 Intent of t 
Heart; whoſe ruth and. Juſtice will ho 
ſuffer, t IC Wicked, to g0 enpunjſhed, nor 
* Rightcous, Ioſe che 1 


We may I 00. to thi the ine liſpe ible 
Wk that Got God has of bi iſing pen 
thority, yer üs; In . 15 tho ſeveral 
Titles tha tgiVe a | Right to Soycreignty and 
Dominion? among Men, unite and concur, 
but upon much, ronger and ſurer Fou 
dations. For this Right Juftly belonger 
unto, God, as the Cats of All. Thing, 
a Bare Feing, to the Wind, and every 
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Were it certain that God would neither re- 


'ehfotces the Laws of nes omen Rb J 
Fidgm ent and Conſeences Ne 


then is the bl ligation gf 


and contemp iloully rranſgrefleth cither, f 
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God, Who is. fat a 
"Obſerver of the T bought as tf as AG} 
'ons of Mankind, it neceſſarily follows, 
that he will certainly puniſh the PI 
either in this Life, or the next. | 2 


0 
And this Dodtrine js ; not only true, bij | 


likewiſe of great "Ute and Advanta 9. 


both to Religion and Goyernment. Fer 


e 


Ward nor puniſh, the bare Belief of a ( G 
would amount t ren ; ring if it app! 
that He does punctuall 45 

Men and their Aar, 
ingly reward or punin, 
ſtration of the 1 75 . — and Ne- 
ceſſity of Virtus and Reli Ir ig t 
that ſecutes ic "Thrones of 2 


vine and Huf an, that 7 7 75 


againſt the ex preſs Will and. Appointmetic 
of Heaven; nl muſt not expect to be 
held Guiltleks, or eſcape the Hand of God. 
Now one would think that a truę Senſe 


of this would deter Men from” bl and 
heinous 
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heinous Sins againſt God, and inviolably 


preſerve the Peace of Societies from any 
ttaterous Attempts; or even Deſigns. But 


ſuch is the Corruption of human Nature, 


that no fort of Government, however juſt 
and good its Laws may be, is al Ways ex- 
empt from the calamitous Effects of Per- 
fidy and Treaſon! If any Nation under 
Heaven might hope for Exemption; the 
peculiar Happineſs of our own Conſtitu- 
tion might reaſonably promiſe us Secu- 
rity; but we too evidently find our ſelves 
attacked, even in ſuch tendet Points as 
thoſe of our Liberties and Religion; and 
by ſotme that would bear the Face of 
Friendſhip. Therefore in a Caſe of fo equal 


Concern to us all, preſume I may, with- 


out being put to the Neceſſity of an Ex- 
cuſe, have Leave to repreſent to ſome of 
the Diſturbers of our Peace, the Miſtakes 
and Follies of their Attempts. And this 


the preſent Poſture of Affairs makes even 
more than oy * 


1 


The firſt that deſerve -out Wee are a 
Set of Men, who in the moſt open and 
profeſſed Manner, declare themſelves our 
Enemies, and join both Hand and Heart 
to effect the Subverſion of Church and 
State: I mean by theſe the Nonjurors. 1 

_ would 


10 An As$1zz Sermon 
would not be thought to caſt the leaſt Re- 
flection upon any of thoſe good Men, 
who from the Revolution have continued 
ſo to this Time, out of a Perſuaſion of | 
the Unlawfulneſs and Diſobligation of the 
new Oaths, and have piouſly ſubmitted 
their worldly Intereſt to the Force of their 
Judgment, living quietly, under the ſeveral 
Governments ſince; that Time: Theſe a. 
ther deſerve our Compaſſion, if not our 
Eſteem; as ſhewing us an Example df 
ſomething, that is great and commenda- 
ble, in in ſuffering for their rcal Opinion, be 
it the reſult of Error: Theſe have ſome- 
thing ſerious to urge in Defence of their 
Practice, (vis. ) the Obligation of their 
former Gar hs. But the Modern People of 
that Name, are a Set that ſpring from 
groſſeſt Abſurdities: Theſe good Ch,ZU 
men, out of their ſuperabundant Stock of 
Loyalty „ and zealous Concern for: Reli- 
gion, would not only, Unkiug: us, and give 
ns up as a Prey, both to Foreign and Do- 
meſtick Tyranny, but do in the moſt ar- 
rogant and inſolent Manner age us, 
nay, Unchriſtian us. That even the 
lege Apoſtolick at Rome „ with all 
pretended Power, could not with: a bet- 
ter Air deliver us over unto Satan, than 
| theſe rant hoe Bigots: They charge 


9 — — 


A A_<& _@_ - 


8 


Freachd at STAPTORPD. 11 


us with Schiſm, i and declare it to be ſin- 
ful to hold Communion with us. Con- 
trary to thoſe Divine Rules, which teach 

| them, 


2 2 „ „ © * n — — — — 


q——_— 7 F — 
i The Riſe of this imaginary frightful Schiſm, is 
of very modern Bate, though they would induſtriouſſy 
extend it to the Deprivation of the Nonjuring Biſhops 
at the Revolution; with which they delude the Un- 
wiſe, and lead aſide ignorant ſilly Women. ' Theſe 
call themſelves the true Sons of thoſe depri ved Fathers ; 
but let us ſee how well they deſerve that Character. 
It is well known, that ſome of thoſe depoſed Biſhops 
did, for many Years after their Deprivations, commu- 
nicate ( though indeed privately) with Perſons, by 
theſe Men called Schiſmaticks ; and did profeſs their 
Abhorrence of continuing and deriving 'a Schiſm to 
their Poſterity. And that many of their Brethren, the 
Nonjuring Clergy, and thoſe of the greateſt Character 
among them, both for Piety and Learning, have con- 
ſtantly, and do ſtill publickly and daily reſort to our 
religious Aſſemblies. And for the Truth of this latter 
Example, I appeal to ſome of theſe modern Caſuiſts, 
who, together with my ſelf, have, during ſome Years, 
been daily Eye-witneſſes of the Truth of ir: And for 
the former, the Example of Biſhop Ken, the Survivor 
of the reſt of the deprived Biſhops, is remarkably 
ſtrong againſt them: He expreſly declared againſt that 
Practice which he fcreſawv <would perpetuate a Schiſm : And 
ſeemed pleaſed with them that overcame their Scru- 
ples, and went to Church: Declaring, That though he 
did not himſelf go to Church, being a publ ck Perſon; yet to 
communicate cuithᷣ his Succeſſor, in that Part of the Office 
evhich is unexceptionable, he ſhould find no Difficulty. Vid. 
Marſvall's Defence of our Conſtitution in Church and 
State, Append. Numb. 5. And this Practice was both 
allow'd and follow'd by Mr. Dodwel, Nelſon, and others, 
Ibid. Num. 3, 4, 6, 9, Kc. Archbiſhop Sancroft like- 
Wiſe, after his See yas _ is ſaid to have ORE 
C 2 an 
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them, * Hit be poſſible, as much at lyeth 
in them, to live peaceably with all men. 
And to judge not, that they be not judged. 


—_ 4 1 
. — 
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and accepted the Miniſtry of his Chaplains, who had 
{ſworn to the Governmept. Meals, Dok P. 162. Not to 
mention his Commiſſion ta the Biſhop of London, to Con- 
ſecrate the New Biſhops. If this, nor the Right of 
Supremacy, which buth the Laws of God, and the ve- 
ry Nature of Sovereign Power gives our Kings, over 
all Perſons, in all Cauſes, as well Eccleſiaſtical as 
Civil, will not clear us in the Eyes of theſe acute 
Judyes, I fear their hafty Sentence will fall upon their 
own Pates. Let them conſult their Brother Agents at 
Rome, and they will be told, that with Parity of Rea- 
ſan, they themſelves ſtand charged with the ſame-Guilt, 
as geriving. their own Orders (which they eſteem ſo 
much more valid than thoſe of the Fran 
Church) fyom the Succeſlaxs likewiſe of deprived Bi- 
ſhops, whoſexerciſed their Epiſcopal Functions whilt 
their Predeceſſors were living, and laying Claim to 
their reſpective Sces. During the Reformation, there 
were many Examples of the like Deprivation; many 
Biſhops were at that Time deprived, without any Ca- 
ponicsl Act of the Church, but by mere Lay-Deprivar 
tion only, ( viz. ) the Authority of the State; their de- 
vying the Supremacy, being one of the chief Reaſons 
of their being deprived. In the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, every See in England was vacant at the lame 
Time, either by Deprivation or Death, except Landaff, 

Vid. Colliers Eccl. Hiſt. Now the Orders of the Cler- 
ey of England, perhaps in General, being derived from 
tire. Sueceſſors of Biſhops (in theſe Gentlemen's Opi- 
nion invalidly ) et involves them equally. in the 
ſame Guilr of Schitm, with which they charge üs. And 
the very ſame Objections are equally ſtrong, and equal- 
ly urged by the, Papiſts to this very Day, againſt our 
Ec Reformers. DS uy 
k Rom. 12. 18. | Mattli. 7. I. 9 ln 
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here is another Sort of Enemies to our 
happy Conſtitution, who notwithſtanding 


the Obligation of the moſt ſacred Oaths in 
which they have ſolemnly abjured the Pre- 
tender, and bound themſelves before God 
and the World to defend His Preſent Maje- 
ſty to the utmoſt of their Power, againſt all 
traiterous Conſpiracies and Attempts, yet 
are ſo wicked as to regard theſe ſacred Con- 
ditions no further than as they may ſerve 
for a Skreen to their traiterous Deſigns. 
But I may be told by ſome, that theſe are 
the Offlpring of my own Imagination, fi- 
ctitious Enemies; and that it is uncharitable 
even to ſuppoſe ſuch. I ſhould agree. with 
them in this, That it would be uncharita- 
ble, and a Thing incredible, had we not ſo 
many, and late Demonſtrations en us of 
the Truth of it. ? 


I do not mean here to rcfle& upon any 
Set of Men among us, diſtinguiſhed by 
any Party-Name : I cannot be perſuaded to 
think ſo hardly of any Number of Men. 
| truſt they are but few 3 ſuch Principles be- 
ing deſtryCtive of all anngs of 5 ee or 
Alliance, 12:90 ir 


Theſe are generally great Profeſſors of 
Loyalsy and vubjetion ro the ſupreme 
SP rev. 
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tne cording ru anne ac 
ty, and the only pretended Friends torthe 


Church. Which laſt Character is a Co. 


ver for all their Iniquity: But ſo far are 
they from deſetving the Title of Church. 
men, that they are an Offence even to the ves 
ry Name of Chriſtianity z whoſe charita- 
ble Precepts; and peaceful Laws, are in ge- 
neral fo friendly to human Societies, and 


ſo well calculated for the Peace amn Or- 


der of Mankind, that nothing ſo baſe as 


Perjury, and the Spirit of Rebellion, can 
bear any Relation to it. When Faith thus 


fails from among Men, it is a ſad Sign of 
the Decay of Religion; when ſuch ſacred 
Obligations as that of an Oath, which is 
wholly founded upon the Senſe and Belief 
of a God, is thus trifled with, it is im- 
poſſible there ſhould be any great Con- 
cern left for Truth and Honeſty, Yet the 
very Excuſe theſe People have to offer, is 

their Averſion to Falſhood and Error, and 
their Concern for the true Doctrine of the 
Church, whoſe: Security they have the 
Madneſs to believe is no other ways to be 
obtained, than by delivering us up into the 


Hands of an Enemy, whoſe very Zeal ov". 
re us to Aſhes. | 1 


Theſe Men ſurely never think of the 


ſacred Obligation of an Oath, nor of the 
dread- 


- 
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4 


dreadful Conſcquence and Guilt of Perjurꝝ. 
An Oath is of all Bonds the 75 


and. indiſſoluble.; the Violation of Which! 


deſervedly eſteemed the moſt ex ecrabſe and 
8 Thing, and threatned by the Pi- 
vine: quſti ice, With the moſt dreadful 
ſeyere Puniſhments. 2 bring the 
4 | ow” [ot It ſhall e. 
tt 8 the him bat Farah 
falſel 52 n ae 4 it ſhall remain 
maſt of his Hau It 2 Fay ſball con- 

* it with the Timber thereof, and the 
Stones. thereaf. ger Oath, is indeed dit. 
ferently defined by tw )o learned modeth 
Writers w. But the Senſe that may be ga 
thered from their Definitions is this: It is 
a binding our Souls with a moſt ſtrict and 
ſolemn Obligation to anſwer our Intenti- 
ons before God, and to undergo: the Iſſue 
of his Judgment about what we affirm 
orundertake : So that when ane Seas we 


ee to his e e from whom no- 
— — — — —4.—— 


— 


9 Zech. 5-4 $& 2 $, | 

m Furamontum eft aus CPD in queo ad confirmandam 
rem dubjam Deus teſtis invoratur. Bp. Sanderſon, de ſuram. 
oblig. prele&. 1. S. 2. An Oath is a religious Aſſevera- 
tion, by which we either renounce the ercy, or im- 


precate the Vengeance of Heaven, if k not the 

Truth. Kennet's Tranſlation of Pufen » Book IV. 
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thing is hid ; ; and refer our ſelves to RR 
Judgment, who is the Protector of Right, 
and the. moſt zealous Avenger of Falſhood 
and Wrong. For theſe Reaſons” Oath 
have been always found ſo neceſſary for 
the Security of all human Affairs, that nb 
civil Societies could ſubſiſt long withs 

them. And the Obligation of them hat 
been, in all Ages, and by all Nations, 
eſteemed the ſtrongeſt Engagements, an 
the beſt Security that Men could give for 
the Truth of what they either affifmed ot 
promiſed. And it is ſtill found to be the 
only Means that the Wiſdom of Provi- 
dence hath put into the Hands of Met, of 
inſuring their Faith and Fidelity one to 
another. So that in all doubtful Caſes 
this is, and hath been, the laſt Reſort and 
the final Determination; being, as the 
_ Apoſtle obſerves, when uſed for Confir. 
mation, an End of all Strife. Thetefote 
the breaking ſo ſolemn an Engagement 25 
that of an Oath, muſt needs be a Sin of 
the blackeſt Nature; as being expreflly 
againſt a Man's Knowledge and Conſci- 
ence, a moſt horrid Abuſe of the Name 
of God, and an inſolent Affront to his ju- 


_ — neneme er nn nn rene — —_ 
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ſtice; 
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ſtice; as likewiſe an Act of the higheſt 
Treaſon againſt Civil Society, and utterly 
deſtructive of all publick Peace and Ju- 
ſtice. As the Son of » Hrach ſays of it, 
There is a Mord that is cloathed about with 
Death ; God grant that it be not found in 
the Heritage of Jacob. en 


| F 1 16312) 
There is another Sort of Men whom I 


can neither in Charity, nor without Preju- 


dice to out juſt Cauſe, paſs by, without of- 
fering ſomething to convince them of their 
Weakneſs and Miſtakes; I mean thoſe (of 
whom there are too many) who in Time of 
the moſt threatning Danger, can, as idle 
Spectators, fit ſtill and be unconcerned. 


Now I will venture to affirm, that this 
unaccountable Behaviour muſt ariſe either 
from a want of Judgment to diſcern what 
moſt conduces to the, common Intereſt, or 
from an obſtinate Belle of falſe and ſcar - 
dalous Miccepreſentations, or both; cach 
of which is in ſome Degree blameable and 
en e 

OT = 11 WS 5 * |; 2 be 

Even a bare, Unconcernedneſs is criminal 
without any further Aggravation. For all. 


ſuch Indifference mult needs tend to weaken 
r 
„ the 
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the Strength of any Socicty or Govern-. 
ment whatſoever , which always depends 
upon the Unity and Agreement of the 
Subjects: Eſpecially in a Society fo urthap- 
pily divided as we at preſent are, the Crime 
is very plain and apparent. It is a widening 
the Gap already made, 'and opening an ea- 
ſier Breach for the common Enemy to en- 
ter at; Whereas Union and Agreement 
would add a Strength to us, that would 
ſoon reduce the riſing and growing Factiong 
among us, from which we find, by too 
plain Experience, there is but an caly and. 
almoſt natural Tranſition into Sedition and 
open Rebellion; which may have a fatal 
End, that may equally affect us all. Sure- 
ly nothing lefs than the greateſt Degree. of 
Weakneſs and Infatuation is capable of ge- 
ducing Men to fo indolent a State, in a 
caſe of ſuch apparent Miſery, as the Diſſo- 
lation of qur happy Conſtitution muſt ne 
ceſſarily leave us in, under the Adminiftra- 
tion of a Popiſh Prince. If theſe. Gentle-, 
men ars Proteſtants , they are ſurely the 
firſt that equld, without Horror, ſo much. 
as think of a Popiſh Defender of their 
Faith ; or that cver were ſo ſtupidl credu- 
lous, as to believe that the Stare bf Reli- 
gion, as at preſent ſettled among us, could 
wn — it ſelf 1 a po erful Ene- 
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on the Pain of Damnation, to deſtroy it. 
It would much better become thoſe, upon 
whom Heaven has ſo favourably ſmiled, as 
to bleſs with a molt happy Conſtitution 
both in Church and State, rather to be 
careful in guarding againlt the moſt remote 
Poſſibilities of Danger, than expoſe them- 
ſelyes to an Enemy ſo profeſſed and power- 
ful. If ſuch Behaviour ariſes from a raſh 
Judgment of His Majeſty's Perſonal Chara- 
det, or an obſtinate Belief of ſcandalous 
Miſrepteſentatiohs of his Adminiſtration 3 
this is a Thing more wicked than fooliſh, 
and a moſt unpardonable Act of Injury and 
Injuſtice. We know very well how difficult 
it is to diſcoyer the true Characters even of 
ſome whom we frequently converſe with: If 
therefore We conſider the many artful Ways 
of mifrepteſenting Perſons of ſuch difficult 
Acceſs, and the almoſt Impoſlibility of co- 
ming to a clear and bertain Evidence; the 
believing or reporting any Thing to his 
Diladvantage, will appear to be ſcandalous 
and unjuſt. The leaſt Principle of Honour 
would direct us to ſuppreſs all Reports to 
his Diſhonour, even though we ſuppoſed 
them true; much more if we dò not know 
them to be ſo. . 


No leſs inexcuſable is the cenſuring his 
Adminiſtration; becauſe we cannot poſſibly 
EW a © os 
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know the ſeeret Springs of Action, nor the 
Ways and Means uſed for the Direction of 
publick Affairs; nor indeed is it reaſonable 
in many Caſes that we ſhould : Vet are "apa 
too many who ſeem to delight i Pa 
ungenerous Aſperſions; who wi lbegreed: 
I ſucking i in ill Reports, and ſpewing them 
out again in all Companies, and generally 
with Additions too, to the Diſhonour of 
their Liege Lord and Sovereign, who in his 
very Nature is averſe to the leaſt Act of In- 
jury or Injuſtice; and (as we have great 
' Reaſon to believe) is a Prince endowed 
with all the Virtues requiſite to make his 
People happy; and a moſt glorious and di- 
ſtinguiſhed Inſtrument of Providence ſent 
into the World to preſerve the pureſt Church, 
and beſt conſtituted Government upon Earth. 
A Bleſſing, in ſhort, too extenſive to be in- 
groſſed wholly by us, and too diffuſiye to be 
, confined from the mgſt diſtant Countries of 
Europe. But it is our peculiar Hap + * to 
be providentially deſtin d to thoſe 
of his juſt and wiſe Adminiſtration, 0 
humanly ſpeaking, is the only . tc 
us of the immediate Preſervation 
i Rights and Liberties, and the future Star 
rity of our Laws and Religion. This Bleſ 
ſing, which now poſſeſſed of, we know 10 
how to value, was no leſs than the inceſſu 
Care and joyous Hope of the too preces 
ing Reigns, the Price of many) Million 
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and the ineſtimable Reward of the moſt | 
earneſt and never: ceaſing Petitions, . For 
this the Arms of our late glorious Queen 
every where proſper d, her Counſels were 
bleſſed, and her ſelf crow s with ſuch. ac- 
cumulated Honours as ſh tranſmit N 
Glory to lateſt Poſterity. N 
The Second Propoſition contained i in my 
Text, is, The Seed of the 8 
(or thoſe that work Righteoufneſs) 
| ſhall be delivered from Mike (chick, g = 
e ee e a 


few 


ls As by the Wicked are meant - Cach as com- 
mit Sin, by tranſgreſſing the Laws of God, 
or Man, and as ſuch are oppoſed to the 
b Righteous : It follows, tas jo the Righ- 
teous muſt be meant ſuch as perform the 
Will of God, and do the Works of Righte- 
ouſneſs, according to the ſame Laws. As 
St. John deſcribes the Righteous Man, 4 He 
| ba doth righteouſue iſs, is raus. 


5 ſhall therefore, without foending any 
more Time about the Meaning of Words, 


Beg to the Proof of the Rxopoſitiqn. _ N 


God hath  expreſly given | his Word, in 
" mimbecleſs Places i in Scripture, that he will 


Gen. 18. 23, 25+ 41 John 3. 7: 


not 
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not ſuffer the Righteous to fall into any 
deſtructive or calamitous Misfortùünes. As 
in thoſc 8 able nn => that wig 
eth righteouſly, and ſpeaketh uprightly , 
he chat deſpiſeth the 12 of ores 
that ſbateth the hands from holding of 
bribes, that floppeth his ears from hearing 
of blood, and ſbutteth his eyes from 5 
evil; he ſball dwell on high: his plate of 
defence ſhall be the munition of rocks, bread 
ſball be given him, his waters ſball be ſure. 
And again, * The work of righteouſneſs 
ſhall be peace, and the effect of righteouſ- 
neſs, quietneſs and aſſurance for ever, 


And as the Truth of this appears abun- 
dantly from Scripture, ſo likewiſe is it evi- 
dent from many great and ſignal une 
which almoſt every Age and Country a- 
bounds with. But for Witneſſes of thus 
Sort, we need go no further than Home. 
Of the Truth of this, even we our ſelyes, 
who are perhaps, in many Reſpects, 'the 
-moſt unworthy of God's Favour, and I am 
afraid, have but little more to boaſt of, 
than an outward Zeal for Religion, Have 
ſeen many great and aſtoniſhing Inſtances, + 
and have even now a very notable one be- 
fore our Eyes; which, with many other 

— — — edge 
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zmazing Acts of Providence, that have 
within ol .own Memories, concurred to 
preſerye to us. the preſent Happineſs theſe 
Nations enjoy, in their Conſtitution both 
in Church and State, would be a ſtrong 
Conviction to our Enemies, of the Wick 
edneſs of their Attempts upon us, if right. 
ly and ſeriouſly conſider d. And herein 
Heir own Knowledge and Obſervation, 
would be their b eſt Guide, which may, too 
probably, lead 7 through. Scenes of 
thick (and to us impenetrable) Darkneſs. 
For, from their never ceaſing Spirit of Se- 
dition, we may reaſonably conclude, that 
there have been many Steps taken, that, 
have been to, us undiſcovered," as well 26 
to them unſucceſsful. For it is cektzin, chat | 
Plots and Deſigns may be fo. ſectetly laid, 
und ſo privately. carried on, that no Mortal 

Eye can be quick enough to lere through, 
and ſuch as nothing but the . e * 
of Providence is able to defelt. : 
But I. may be called upon not to be 55 
ſinguine in aſcribing every lucky Acd-; 
dent that hefals us, to the Favour of Pro- 
vidence. It is indeed incumbent on us all, 
that we be careful to pay that juſt Regard 
to Providence, as not too partially to ap- 
ply every fortunate Accident to an eſpecial 
At o God's Favour, So is it uy, 
cr 
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other Hand, nö leſs incumbent on us, Wee 


we do not wilfully ſhut our Foe 49 Sf 
plain Conpiction. Therefore 1 ſhall g0 flo 

further herei than the common Cone 
and . of Mankind will bear 5 


Ms _ I! 1 . - 4 Bop vi T. di; 197 25 


"Ir Was er allow'd, that all public bn 
Fries c Peliverances ought to be 
a 


bed to the immediate Direction and 
vour of Providence; eſpecially in ſuch 
Caſes as the Honour of Goch and the com. 
mon Good of Mankind is manikeſti/ con 
cerned in. Such, I will venture to fay, 5 
the Preſeryation of the juſt Rights and Li: b. 
berties of our Country, and the undiſturb. 
ed Profeſſion of our 4100 Leigh 


dis* To 


the common 17 55 and Airs of op 
We ate not lubject to the Will and Ples See 
of any one ſingle Perſon, but to *knbw 
Laws, made in Part by Repreſentatives 
our own chaſing g by which we have ae 
Rights and Properties as much fecured to 
every Subj ect 650 us all, as' the Pretogatlye 
of the Crown i is to the Prince himſelf.” 80. 


| that it 1s impoſſible for us to fall into 5 


very and Oppreſſion, without our own! 
nifeſt Fault. And as the Conſtitution 


the State Is thus ha deſit igned for 
ppily deſigne; Safery 


8 rr r r OY we _ we —_— > * 
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Safety and Welfare of the Subject. 

likewiſe may our Church glory in, her o _ 
happy State and Advantages; (vir. the 
free and open Profeſſion of a moſt Holy 
Religion, not built upon the Authoritf of 
vain and fallible Men, but upon the holy 
Scriptures, the true and infallible Word, of, 
God. If we look upon the Oppreſlions « of 
ſome of our Proteſtant Brethren Abroad; it 
would awaken us, and open our Eyes, that 
we may know how to diſccrn and value 
thoſe: Bleſſings and Advantages which the 
bountiful Hand of Providence hath ho- 
nouted us with above many of our perle · 
cuted and diſtreſſed Brethren. It is not our 
own Wiſdom that hath ſecured to us theſe 
Bleſſings, nor our own Arm that hath ſo. 
often helped us, but the Goodneſs of God. 
that hath wrought this Salvation for us. If 
we wilfully ſhut our Eyes againſt ſo plain 
Conviction, and ſtumble in the midſt of ſo 
much Light, we may but too juſtly provoke 


God to hide his Face, and withdraw his, 


Protection from us; who can as. caſily. blaſt 
our own Counſels, as defeat thoſe of our 
Enemies, and bring Ruin and Deſtruction 
on us, from that Part hence we leaſt lab 
ect it. | 3 1 


I we will but know it, we are ONE 
edly one of the Arte Nations under 
i £4 Heaven; 


by 
: 8 - * 8 
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 , diſs; foment thofe Beginnings of Ruin, fl 
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Hkaven; ; We enjoy all the Liberties of ved” 85 
men, in the midſt of the greateſt Order _ 
. and the Profeſſion of 

oly Religion, whilft a great P ho | 

of: he Chriftian World, lye in a State of 
Ignorance and Error. Let us then learn to 
value and eſteem theſe Bleſſings, and not de- 
fat the good Deſigns of Providence, that 
hath freed us from the Chains of Darkneſs 
and Deluſton, and opened unto us the un- 
difguiſed Truths of the Chriſtian Doctrine 
in all Points, both of Speculation and Pra-, 
ckice. If we deſpiſe theſe happy Advanta- 
ges, we have more to afhfwer for than au 

Nation under Heaven, and may but too 
juſtly become a Prey to thoſe hungry and 
cruel Enemies, who daily devour and feed 
on us in their Imaginations : Whoſe only, 
Method of breaking the Strength of 
common Force, is by dividing us into Par: 
ties, and hy all the Art and Eaſineſs of Ad: 


is blown — — into a Flanie, | 
may-corfutne us ll. (hd Hevock huh 

cher Hellifh Cone "ttiade aich tis 
by this Tune, if God had not by many v nmr 

cinous Ways, defeated their Codafels 85255 
ly all, who do not wilfully ſhut their Eyes; 
and are not, at leaſt, Papiſts in Diſguiſe 
cannot ut heattily join in returriing their 
_— Thanks tor dit many, and — 
41115 D * 
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Delivetances and be truly thankful for that 
Brave and Noble Spirit, which ſtill prevails 
againſt Popery and Arbitrary Power; and 
for the preſent Enjoyment of a Glorious De- 
fender of our Faith, which muſt ugavoidably 


rcal Love and Eſteem for cither Chriſtianity, 
or common Honeſty. Did we ſeriouſly re- 
fle& upon theſe Things, it would be impoſe 
| ſible for us, not to diſtinguiſh the Hand that 
hath wrought ſuch Wonders for us. But the 


dation of thoſe unhappy Divilians and Ani. 


from whence. our common Con 
many ways of attacking us. 

would promote the common Good 
tereſt of the Nation, and ſecurt (ewe Chick 
7 we ſo frequently and indged juſtly 


ter e 
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induftriouſly. kindled among us; an q let ,us- 
not füffex our ſelves to become. Tools! their 
Hands, to work our own Ruin by. 1 ory 

lay aſide all Bitterneſs and Strife, ad 3 like 
Men who have the undefiled Rules of the 


ple which our ble % Saviowr hath given us 
ever in our Eyes. Then may We have re re- 
ſonable Hopes of Safety and 


and may with ys N r 3 
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raiſe the Joy of every Soul that liath any 


want of this Reflection, hath been the Fenn 


moſities that are ſo frequent a anong us, 33 | 


boaſt of ; Let us. lay aſide our Prejadices, ” 
and moderate. thoſe Hears our 18 hayes 


Goſpel to walk by, and th wary Exam 


* 28 4. Are 25 Sree Ks 
our ſelves; *. No weapon that is fo 
90 ft thee ſhall 22 and ic formed 
that riſeth againſt thee in Judgment, 5 5 
ſhalt condemn. And this is a piece of Poli. 
cy that even our Popiſh Adverſaries We 
teach us, were we not ſtark Blind; for e c 
one knows there are as many and great Pie 
ferences among them, as there are amon ang 
us, yet we fee how readily they unite to; 
gether, to deſtroy the very N ame of IM 
ſtantiſm. 5 i 


if When therefore we ſee a juſt Hatred 9 
# Schiſm, and of breaking the Peace of. 
Church, When we ſee a greater Real 
for Truth, and a more univerſal Abhorreng 
of Perjury and Falſhood. When Men 
ſhaken off that Drowſineſs and Indifferen & 
that bewitches ſo many to their own RIU 
Laſtly, When we ſec the ſeveral Parties at 
Diviſions among us, more inclinable to uni 
their joint Forces againſt Popety, that meld 
rates the Deſtruction of us all, then may WE 
hope for a laſting Peace and Security: A 
that God will protect both us, and out King 
againſt all the Efforts of Popery and Sup 
ſtition, and preſerve fhe Proteſtant R | 


